INTRODUCTION
Nokrek National Park or Nokrek Biosphere Reserve is a national park located approximately 40km from Tura Peak in West Garo Hills District of Meghalaya, India. UNESCO added this national park to its list of biosphere reserves in May 2009. The Nokrek range of hills situated at the eastern-most tip of the eastern Himalaya is notable for its very rich and diverse luxuriant vegetation, dotted with a high concentration of endemics as well as rare, endangered and threatened plants. It is considered to be a gene pool of Citrus species in the northeastern states of India, and the cultural meeting point of three Garo districts of Meghalaya State; rich in myths, folk traditional knowledge, biodiversity and associated cultural tribal practices. These Garo Hills form the major peaks (Nokrek Peak and Tura Peak), towards the tail end of Assam, before they abruptly fall into the low hills of Bangladesh. This is a compact range of hills with the main range descending equally steeply to all the three Garo districts of Meghalaya. The dense forests of these hills provide a home for many narrow endemics of phytogeographical significance, such as Vanda coerulea Griff. ex Lindl., Nepenthes khasiana Hook.f. and Citrus indica Tanaka species. Considering the immense need for conservation, the area is protected as a biosphere reserve since 1988. The angiosperm flora of the area has largely been explored by the Botanical Survey of India, Eastern Circle, Shillong which recorded more than 1000 species, the herbarium specimens are housed in Assam. Of these more than 51 are endemics and 57 species belong to various threat categories as revealed in the literature, viz., IUCN (1966) , Baishya & Rao (1982) , Kataki (1982) , Chauhan (1983) , Datta (1983) , Das & Deori (1983) , Haridasan & Rao (1984 , 1985 , Nayar (1980 Nayar ( , 1996 , Jagtap & Singh (1999) , Chowdhery & Murti (2000) , Olson (2001) and Singh & Panigrahi (2005) . However, no effort was done earlier to study the pteridophyte diversity in this rich biosphere reserve.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area
The Nokrek proper, with its northern and western slopes, forms a compact block of hilly ranges towards the northern and western end of the Garo Hills and belongs to the three Garo districts of Meghalaya State; the southern slope falls into the plains of Bangladesh. The area is believed to be the abode of the Garo tribal community, belonging to the Tibeto-Chinese family of the Tibeto-Burman subfamily of the Bodo group, who live in about 132 villages situated in and around Nokrek (Tripathi et al. 2008 ). The people have conserved some forest patches as 'sacred groves' and thus this hilly area is considered sacred, and a symbol of conservation with deep cultural imprints of traditional beliefs. Topographically, the area steeply descends from all sides of the highest peak the Nokrek Peak, with an altitude of 1412m. A major portion of the area belongs to the Nokrek National Park and Citrus Wildlife Sanctuary, and the rest is in the reserved forests of the Garo wildlife forest division. The IUCN has identified Nokrek and its environs to be one of the three centers of plant diversity within India, and focused on the need for immediate conservation (IUCN 1987) . The Nokrek Biosphere Reserve was also internationally recognized within the framework of UNESCO's Man and Biosphere (MAB) programme in 2009.
The temperature varies from 9.5-37.3 0 C, typical of Assam, March-May being the hottest and December-February being the coolest months. Both south-west and northeastern monsoons bring rain to the area ranging from 3900 to 6800 mm/year. The soil is mainly red loamy and the area is drained by several perennial streams, which collect to form one major river system viz., Brahmaputra. The great diversity in ecological features and the high range of altitudinal variation are responsible for the very rich and diverse vegetation of the area. It belongs to the Indo-Malayan eco-region (Olson et al. 2001) (Images 1 & 2) . The area is equally rich in faunal elements also with a large number of birds, butterflies, amphibians and reptiles. The rare mammals of the area include the Hoolock Gibbon, Asian Elephant, Gaur, Leopard, Sambar, Barking Deer, Malayan Bear, Assamese Macaque, Rhesus Macaque, Giant Squirrel, Slow Loris, Himalayan Palm Squirrel, Hare, etc. The Nokrek is also notable for being the home of the Garos, one of the hilly tribes, who have a thorough knowledge of the local biodiversity, its utilization potentials and with many cultural practices unique to them. According to the Garos of Nokrek, there is also a mammal locally called Badamanu-big feet man, in the core area, but not evidenced.
The pteridophyte specimens were collected from 2006 to 2010 and deposited in Assam Herbarium at the Botanical Survey of India, Eastern Circle, Shillong. The families are arranged alphabetically. Each species is listed with author citation (Brummitt & Powell 1992) followed by the field observations on the habitat on which it was found growing in the study area, the locality, altitude, the collector's name 
Hymenophyllaceae
Mecodium tenellum (D. Don) Sarn. Singh & Panigrahi: On moss covered tree trunks in moist areas. Nokrek Peak (11200m) DBD 28917 (Assam). It is extremely rare in Nokrek, and recorded for the first time from Garo Hill districts of Meghalaya; although the cited specimens are housed in Assam herbarium, no publication appeared so far from the Garo Hills. This species is widely distributed in southern India, eastern Himalayan regions of India, Bhutan, China, Nepal, Malaya, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
Mecodium javanicum (Spreng.) Cop: On tree trunks in moist and shady places. Nokrek Peak (1200m) GP 22562 (Assam). It occurs rarely in Nokrek, but is widely reported from northeastern India (Assam, Meghalaya), Australia, Myanmar, New Zealand, Philippines and Sri Lanka.
Lindsaeaceae
Lindsaea odorata Roxb. ex Griff. (Image 14): Epiphytic as well as terrestrial. Tura ridge (750m) VNS & BS 118318A. It is very common in Nokrek, and is a new record for Garo District. It is widely distributed in northeastern India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya), tropical Asia from Ceylon to New Guinea.
Sphenomeris chinensis (L.) Maxon.: Terrestrial along river sides. Tura Peak (1100m) VNS & BS 118318 (Assam). This species is rare in Nokrek, and is a new record for the Garo Hill districts. According to Baishya & Rao (1982) , this species is common in Khasi and Jaintia districts of Meghalaya. It is mostly indigenous to Hawaii Islands, parts of Polynesia, and east Asia. It is commonly found in forest openings and other disturbed areas such as along trails or roads, or on landslides when there is adequate moisture.
Lomariopsidaceae
Bolbitis sinensis (Baker) K. Iwats.: Terrestrial in deep gullies in shady places. Along Simsang River from Daribokgre (755m) VNS & BS 114662 (Assam). This species is rare in Nokrek, and recorded for the first time from Meghalaya and is a new record for the state. It is distributed in the eastern Himalaya.
Loxogrammaceae
Loxogramme chinensis Ching.: Epiphytic as well as lithophytic in dense forests. Nokrek Peak (902m) BS 118578A (Assam). This species is occasionally found in Nokrek, and recorded for the first time from Meghalaya. It is widely distributed in northeastern India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya), Bhutan, China, Japan, Myanmar, Thailand and Taiwan.
Loxogramme involuta (D. Don) C. 
Vittariaceae
Antrophyum obovatum Baker.: Epiphytic in dense forests. Nokrek Peak (1300m) BS 114700A (Assam). Extremely rare in Nokrek, and recorded only from the above locality. According to Baishya & Rao (1982) , the species is recorded only from Khasi Hills of Meghalaya. Widely distributed in India (Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling, Meghalaya, Sikkim), China and Nepal.
Antrophyum plantagineum (Cav.) Kaulf.: Epiphytic in dense forests. On way to Nokrek Peak (1000m) BS 118600 (Assam). Rare in Nokrek. Baishya & Rao (1982) reported from southern Garo Hill (Baghmara). It is distributed in northeastern India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya), southern India (Tamil Nadu), Sri Lanka, Nepal, Polynesia and Australia.
Antrophyum reticulatum (G. Forst.) Kaulf.:
